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Easter!

Easter Sunday is always a day of excitement
and celebration! No matter how many times
Easter comes around, it is a day of joy!

What do you think about when you celebrate
Easter? Do you think about the resurrection,
how Jesus triumphed over his death on the
cross? Do you think about the women going to
the tomb to pay respects to Jesus but found the
tomb to be empty? Do you think about the
amazed looks on those who saw the
resurrected Jesus?

| think many people look backward in history
when they celebrate Easter. You remember the
details of the events of that first Easter, but what
does Easter mean to you today? Does it have
any impact or real meaning in your life?

Too many times our eyes are closed to seeing
Jesus’ presence in our modern day. We
celebrate his resurrection, but we don’t really
expect to see the resurrected Christ today.

Easter should be both a remembrance of past
events but also a present reality!

You do not think Jesus is still in that stone tomb
do you? Of course not! Yet, many of us go
around the business of our daily routine never
expecting to see the resurrected Jesus. We are
like those disciples who heard the news the
women shared but we are still unsure how all of
this can be real.

Easter should be a wake-up call for each one of
us to recognize the resurrected Jesus in our
lives!

Many people, even non-believers, can recite the
Easter story with all the details of what
happened. But what does this story have to do
with us today?

| want you to take some time to sit quietly for a
few moments and ponder this vital question:

What does the story of
Easter have to with me?

You do not need to share your answer with
anyone else. Just sit and ponder it and develop
your own answer to this question.

| believe that if you take the time to seriously
answer this question, your Easter experience
will be refreshing and far different from Easters
in the past.

We Christians can get in the routine of doing the
same things over and over again. We celebrate

our Christian holidays but do these celebrations
make any real difference in our lives?

| hope and pray that this Easter will be different
for you and for me!
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Stewardship

February 1 February 8 February 15 February 22
Needed $5,362.06 $5,362.06 $5,362.06 $5,362.06
Envelope Giving $5,076.27 $2,465.50 $1,949.00 $2,134.50
Cap. Improvement $219.50 $140.24 2.00 $2.50
Energy (fuel) $283.00
Lease (rent) $105.00
Plate $32.60 $173.35 $103.00 $68.00
$354.31 -$2,582.97 -$3,308.06 -$3157.06
2015 YTD deficit = $15,013.10
Elevator $325.00 $85.00 $170.00 $40.00
Balance $55,107.69 $55,022.69 $54,852.69 $54,812.69

The Stewardship Committee thanks Carole Everitt for her years of leadership of this committee as we
pray for her continued healing of cancer.

The Stewardship Committee: Paul Edinger, Fran Harrison, Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee, Ruth Weber, Sharon
Cottle



ToServeYouin April

Greeters 8:30
5 Irene Goforth
12 Norma Snow
19 DeAnn Harris
26 Kirsten Lee
11:00
5 Sue & Bill Weitzmann
12 Joyce Neil & Deannie McDonad
19 Joni Singer
26 Nancy & Marcos Nascimento
Ushers 8:30
Jack Hineline
Barb Hineline

Carole Burrus
John Burrus
11:00
Bob Cooal
Counters
C.J. Penwell & Pam Price
Altar Guild
JoAnn Calkins & Joanne Reed
Soup Kitchen
Sunday afternoonsat 4 pm
5 Pocono Internal Medicine-Nancy Fisch
12 ESU-NSSLHA-Mary Dziadual
19 Pen Argyl UMC-Tom Odenwelder
26 Nancy Shoemaker-Analomink UMC
Tuesday eveningsat 5 pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone
Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good
Pastor of Church Growth Gar Pollard

Tom Anderman
JackieHerrero

Pastor Emeritus
Church Secretary

Interim Choir Director Jeanette Kuhns
Organist Marti Lantz
Youth Leader Vin Z€lizo
Handbell Director Lynn Seip
Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:
Daniel’s Dream Team
Chairperson, Sue Scarborough
admin@poconoymca.org
Worship
Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank
bobshank @stroudsburgumc.com
Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip rel sei p@ptd.net
Servant Resource Team
Chairperson, C. J. Penwell Cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship
Chairperson, Paul Edinger
paul .edinger @stroudsburgumc.com
Missions
Chairperson, Alberta Weber
albertaweber @stroudsburgumc.com
Member ship & Evangelism
Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com
Lay L eader Beryl Hellgren
bykoh@verizon.net




DEVOTIONAL FOR APRIL 2015
-Karen Vaughn
Psalm 23:4
“Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil, for You are with me,
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

Have you ever been in the “shadow of death”? It is a dark, gloomy place that swirls
down to a sickening pool and has little hope of reversal. This morning the news
reported a plane crash in the Alps that might have been deliberate. There are
tornadoes in Oklahoma. My best friend has a breast mass. This is the anniversary of
my Mom's death 25 years ago. The scale shows | did not lose any weight.

Before | went back to bed | put on a favorite CD. With the covers over my head | hear,
“I love to tell the story of Jesus and His love...for those who know it best seem
hungering like the rest.”

After a few minutes | am at the computer writing this devotional. It was a shadow over
me that went away. Jesus led me from a large gamut of troubles to the sunshine. He
has a rod and a staff because He is my Shepherd. The rod is a stick that is used to
chase away predators and the staff has a hook that guides us the way we should go.
We are Jesus' rod and staff. He gives us the privilege of working for Him as
caretakers of His kingdom.

PRAYER Dear Lord, Help me to stay close to You because You keep the predators
away and point up in the right direction. You are the reason | get out of bed. Thanks a
lot for loving me. AMEN
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Family Promise Events

Monthly clothing drive - 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month
Drop off site: Family Promise Day Center
1274 North Ninth Street, Stroudsburg 10am-4pm

Collecting clean, gently used items such as all clothing, shoes,
coats and linens. All sizes and genders accepted. Please place
items in strong plastic bags. Please call 570-420-8589 before

stopping by.

Spring Forward Fashion Show & Luncheon - April 19 1-4 pm
Lawnhaven at Stroudsmoor

Details and tickets at familypromisepa.org

$35.00 online, $38.00 at the door, $270 for a table of 8




April Birthdays

Tim Harris
Peggy Lou Vail
David Montgomery
Sarah Principe
Abigail Braman
Ruth Bensinger
Matthew Adams
John Rasmussen
Kay Bucci
Cherise Decker
Audrey Mitchell
Lois Shaffer

If you would like a card on your special
day, please call the church office -

570-421-6020.

A COURSE ON WORLD RELIGIONS will be offered in the Adult

Sunday School class. The course will provide a factual overview
of the five major world religions (Islam, Hindiusm, Buddhism,
Judaism and Christianity). Each overview will provide
information on a religion’s background; sacred texts; and, major
tenets of belief. Next, a comparison of each religion belief
concerning God, Jesus and Salvation will be presented. The
course will examine the major beliefs of Christian
denominations. Additionally, the course examines some of the
maijor religious influences on current international events. This
course will be offered from 9:45 am-10:45 am every Sunday
morning, beginning March 8. The course will run from March 8
to June 7. Come for one, two, three or all of the sessions. For
additional information, please contact Jeff Weber at

jweber@ptd.net.
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Debbie Fox would like to thank everyone for

the cards, phone calls and prayers following

her accident and surgery. Her church family
is very special to her.




Charlie Jones is turning 90!

Join his family and friends for a party on Saturday, April 11, 2015 from 2-5 pm
in the Great Room at Grace Park, 1170 West Main Street, Stroudsburg
Food & fun! Live music played from 3-4 pm!

There will be a card to sign!

Please RSVP to Debbie Fox - 570-856-7931
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Pleasant Valley Choral Society
Presents

“Spring Pops 15 — My Music!”

Music triggers memories for all of us —and we all have certain songs that remind us What a Wonderful World
we live in — or lift us Up, Up and Away to that mystical land of Shambala. Maybe it’s a tune that lets us Drift Away — or
takes us back Home. It helps us remember that the days we have are Precious and Few, encourages us when we are
Defying Gravity and makes every day a Good Day, Sunshine! Maybe our Silly Love Songs will even let you relive that
long-ago Last Dance with your special Teddy Bear (remember those dances after the basketball games?) We hope that
no matter The Way You Do The Things You Do or whatever feelings your special music evokes in your heart, you will
join us as with One Voice we recall that This is the Moment!

Performances are held in the auditorium at Pleasant Valley High School, Route 209 in Brodheadsville, PA. This
is an experience the family can enjoy together and you won’t want to miss it! So mark your calendars now for
Saturday April 25" at 7pm, or Sunday April 26" at 3pm. Tickets may be purchased at the door. If you have any
guestions about the event, call 570-402-2026.

PVCS is proud to announce they will be donating portions of the ticket sales to a local charity focused on
Veteran’s issues, VALOR. To find out more about VALOR (Veterans Assisted Living Out Reach) visit
http://www.valorclinic.org/. Come enjoy the show and help support this great cause!




Jubilation
Ringers Concert

Date: Sunday May 3, 2015
Time: 4 pm
| Where: Mt. Pocono United

Methodist Church

Come experience the lovely

sounds of handbells used in a

wide genre of music. Under the

Jubilation Ringers
of Asbury United Methodist Church Allentown , PA

direction of Frank Arbushites.

All Seats: 5 Spaghetti Dinner to follow
Children under 8 Free

5:30 pm—7:30 pm
Spaghetti Dinner
Adults $7

Children 5-11 $4
Children 4 and Under Free

Contact person: 570-977-1798



COME JOIN US AT THE
STROUDSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ON SUNDAY, MAY 17 AT 3 P.M.
AS WE SPRING THROUGH A YEAR OF MUSIC AND DRAMA.

A VARIETY OF MUSIC FROM OUR SENIOR CHOIR,
CHERUB CHOIR, BELL CHOIRS, PIANO, ORGAN,
INSTRUMENTALISTS, SOLOISTS AND MUCH
MUCH MORE.

COME AND ENJOY A FUN-FILLED AFTERNOON.

REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW IN
THE FELLOWSHIP ROOM




MOTHER'S DAY BOOKLET
May 10th, a day to honor or remember that special lady in your life.

Yes, once again the UMW will be doing a Mother’s Day Booklet. The cost is $2.00 per
name. Please make checks payable to: Stroudsburg United Methodist Women. Names
will be taken after both services on April 19, April 26 and May 3 OR you can send it to:
Sharon Cottle, 346 E. Brown Street, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

In Honor of:

Presented by:

In Honor of:

Presented by:

In Memory of:

Presented by:

In Memory of:

Presented by:

Deadline is Sunday, May 3rd



VALOR

A HAND UP ON THE HOME FRONT

STAND DOWN DAY

BY VETS FOR VETS

When: APRiL )2, 2015 from 10 te 3pm.
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers.

Where: Pavilion in Dansbury Park, East Stroudsburg

FREE FOOD, CLOTHES
HEALTH CHECKS &
HOUSING REFERRALS
FOR THE HOMELESS

Help American Veterans who gave so much for us all!

Since we rely on the generosity of others to continue our mission,
we welcome any donations regardless of the amount.
We also need volunteers to help with our event.

To donate your time or any personal item, nlease contact Valor Clinic Foundation
Bob Rapp (484) 357-0600 or masherrapp@verizon.net
Glen (570) 599-3797

Valor Clinic Foundation « PO Box 315, Brodheadsville, PA 18322 » 570.994.5188 « valorclinic@facebook.com
501(c)3 Public Charity

www.vaiorclinic.org



DARKNESS to LIGHT

END CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

il

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE

What is Stewards of Children?

Stewards of Children is a prevention training program that teaches adults how to prevent,
recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. The program is designed for organizations that
serve youth and for individuals concerned about the safety of children. It is the only nationally distributed,
evidence based program proven to increase knowledge, improve attitudes, and change child protective

behaviors.
Saturday, April 18, 2015
9:30am —12:00pm
Please arrive at 9:15am to register
Cost: Free

Location: Stroudsburg United Methodist Church
547 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360

For more information contact Sue Scarborough, Facilitator at 570-421-2525 Ext 123
or by email at admin@poconoymca.org
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DARKNESS to LIGHT

STEWARDS of CHILDREN®

Help children stay safe from sexual predators

“Increase your awareness to Prevent child Sexual Abuse”

Free workshop for parents, staff, and volunteers advocating for children

Hosted by Stroudsburg United Methodist Church

Saturday, April 18, 2015
9:30am —12:00pm
Stroudsburg United Methodist Church
547 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360

The Stewards of Children program will increase knowledge, improve attitudes and change child-
protective behaviors. This program is for any responsible adult who cares about the welfare of
children. It is also appropriate for youth-serving organizations and personnel.

This training is being offered free of charge.

Topics Covered:
e Facts about the problem of child sexual abuse
e The types of situations in which child sexual abuse might occur
s Simple, effective strategies for protecting children from sexual abuse
e The importance of talking about the prevention of sexual abuse with children and other adults
¢ The signs of sexual abuse so that you might intervene and be able to react responsibly
What Outcomes You Can Expect:
¢ Increased awareness of the prevalence, consequences and circumstances of child sexual abuse
+ New skills to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to child sexual abuse
¢ Individual commitment to action via a personal prevention plan

Sue Scarborough
Pocono Family YMCA
809 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Phone: 570-421-2525 Ext 123  Email: admin@poconoymca.org

CALL/EMAIL TO REGISTER BY April 15,2015
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