
Advent is the church season consisting of the 
four Sundays before Christmas, and through 
Christmas Eve. Advent, by a word, is not 
mentioned in the Bible, but the concept is 
certainly present.

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word 
“adventus,” which means “coming.” The Greek 
word used in the New Testament is “parousia,” 
and means “coming” or “presence,” and most 
usually refers to the second coming of Jesus.

There are two ways to look at and understand 
the season of Advent. First, it is the preparation 
of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem and looking back 
into the past of what happened then. This 
preparation is reflected in many of the prophetic 
writings of the Old Testament but also includes 
the timeline of events leading up to the birth of 
Jesus. Second, the season of Advent is 
eschatological, meaning that it can also refer to 
the second coming of Jesus sometime into our 
future.

Most of us are comfortable and used to thinking 
and celebrating Advent in the first way. We 
identify with the preparation of Jesus’ birth. Most 
mothers can identify with Mary, and most 
fathers can identify with Joseph, as they were 
making arrangements for their first child’s birth. 
We also can identify with the shepherds’ fear as 
they were greeted by angels singing in their 
fields that holy night! (If I was one of those 
shepherds, I would have probably said, “Holy 
cow!” or should that be “Holy sheep!?”) All of 
these kinds of events make sense to us and 
they are found in the Bible. Besides, many of us 
are most comfortable with what we already 
know or learned previously. 

So how can we celebrate the Advent Season in 
the second way--celebrating the hope and 
expectation of Jesus’ second coming?

Well, the neat thing here is that it makes it so 
relevant to us today. We know about the past 
preparations of Mary, Joseph, and the others, 
but that doesn’t have a whole to do with us 
directly. The second-coming, however, has 
everything to do with us! First of all, we have to 
be ready! Are you prepared for Christ’s return? 
Do you  have your life and your soul in good 
order? Are you a strong, faithful believer who is 
ready to greet your judgment day before the 
Lord? Looking at Advent in this way, requires us 
to make proper preparations. It has much more 
to do with us!

I like to incorporate both ways of understanding 
and celebrating the Advent Season. After all, 
there is great joy in singing the shepherds’ 
songs or thinking about Mary’s smile. Advent, to 
me at least, would be missing something if we 
did not recall these past events. But I also like 
to include the future sense of Advent when 
celebrating it this month. I have to ask myself 
the hard questions: Am I ready? Have I made all 
the necessary preparations for Jesus’ coming?

Here’s wishing you have a wonderful Advent 
celebration this year!

    
! !      Bob Shank
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October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26

Needed 5121.86 5121.86 5121.86 5121.86

Envelope Giving 4029.50 3665.10 4443.00 2926.00

Cap. Imp. 162.50 129.50 375.00 205.00

Lease (Rent) 105.00 50.00

Plate 36.00 126.75 53.25 156.00

-(788.86) -(1150.51) -(250.11) -(1834.86)

Deficit through October = $42,363.54

Elevator 250.00 85.00 155.00 $85.00

Balance $60,635.69 $60,550.59 $60,395.69 $60,310.69

Please review your giving for 2014 and if behind in your pledge for 2014 please give prayerful consideration

to meeting your commitment by the end of the year. Thank you to all who have made a financial

commitment to SUMC for 2015. Through mid November we have received 47 pledges for a total of

$109,882.00.

The Stewardship Committee asks for your prayers as we prepare for a new year as well as prayers for our

church, its programs and its growth.

The Stewardship Committee: Carole Everitt, Paul Edinger, Fran Harrison, Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee, Ruth

Weber, Sharon Cottle



Family Promise

As 2014 is coming to an end soon, I want to thank everyone

who helped with Family Promise in any way at all. Any help

given makes the process manageable. The program only works

through the efforts of volunteers. Thank you everyone!

- Kathy Cook

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you;

for this is the law and the prophets.” Matthew 7:12

**************************************************************

Little Caesars Pizza Kits!

We’ll be selling Little Caesars Pizza Kits in January, 2015

as part of a fundraising program for our church.

Look for additional announcements at the beginning of the

New Year! We’re hoping to have the kits delivered

in time for Super Bowl Sunday! Pizza Pizza!



UMW Christmas Tea

Saturday, December 13 at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Room

All women of SUMC are invited! Please contact Lois Shaffer

if you have any questions.

Look for additional updates in the Sunday bulletins.

*******************************************************************

Important Dates in December

12/14 Choir Christmas Cantata

12/20 Free Movie Night - 6:00 pm in our sanctuary

12/24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:30 pm

12/24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion 11:00 pm



December Birthdays

1 Tim Stewart

5 Carol Romansky

11 James Lewis

11 Emily Louise Vail

13 Eleanor Bentzoni

14 Jimmy Stewart

18 Alex Herrero

18 Carole Vuchak

20 Lydia Shank

20 James Shank

23 Robin Farrow

26 Betty Michelin

28 Rose Schwedler

28 Cindy Transue

31 Crista Kopec

If you would like a card on your

special day, please call the

church office - 570-421-6020.

SONG OF JOY

-Karen Vaughn

THINK

It takes a broken heart

To write a song of joy.

FEEL

The creases in my heart

Making little rivers

Where new waters run.

LISTEN

Hear the sounds of

peace,

Running in the veins

Where sadness lived.

SEE

The rainbow of lights

Blending to form

A stream of hope.

PRAISE

You Jesus

For Your birth and

Unending life.

SING

Amen and Amen



KŶĐĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�/Ζůů�ďĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ĐĂƌĚƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝǌĞĚ�ǀ ĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ͘ �KƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ZĞĚ��ƌŽƐƐ�

ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�, ŽůŝĚĂǇ�D Ăŝů�ĨŽƌ�, ĞƌŽĞƐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĂŶǇ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ͘��/�Ăŵ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝů�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌĚƐ�

to the VA Medical Center in Philadelphia and they will distribute the cards to the residents. It only takes a

ŵŝŶƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�Į ůů�ŽƵƚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ĐĂƌĚ�Žƌ�ƚǁ Ž�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ �ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮ ĐĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŵĂŬĞ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ůĞƩ Ğƌ͕�ŵŽŶĞƚĂƌǇ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶƐĞƌƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�

ĚŽŶΖƚ�ƵƐĞ�ĐĂƌĚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŐůŝƩ Ğƌ͘�hƐĞ�Ă�ŐĞŶĞƌŝĐ�ŐƌĞĞƟŶŐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�Η�ĞĂƌ�̂ Ğƌǀ ŝĐĞ�D ĞŵďĞƌΗ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŐŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶĂŵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�

ďŽƩ Žŵ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ŝƐŚ ͘ �zŽƵ�ĚŽŶΖƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀ ĞůŽƉĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ͖�

the card is what is most important. The deadline to mail the cards is December 12. Please drop off your cards 

to me in the church office or leave them outside my office in the box next to my door. 

Thank you! Jackie

**************************************************************************

“A Christmas Carol” - starring Jim Carrey

Saturday, December 20 @ 6 pm in the sanctuary

(Rated PG; runs for 96 minutes)

An animated retelling of Charles Dickens' classic novel about a

Victorian-era miser taken on a

journey of self-redemption, courtesy of several mysterious

Christmas apparitions.

Free popcorn!

�ŽƩ ůĞĚ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀ ŝĞ�ĐĂŶĚǇ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ĨĞĞ͘��

SUMC t-shirts will also be

available for sale.

All are welcome - children and adults



Minted Nuts

Lynn Seip

Dash Salt

1 cup sugar

2 cups pecans

1/3 cup water

1/2 tsp. peppermint extract

green food color

�Žŝů�ƐƵŐĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ƌĂƉŝĚůǇ�ĨŽƌ�Ϯ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘ ��ZĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŚĞĂƚ͕ �ƐƟƌ�ŝŶ�ƉĞƉƉĞƌŵŝŶƚ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĐŽůͲ

Žƌ͘���ĚĚ�ŶƵƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐƟƌ�ƵŶƟů�ƐǇƌƵƉ�ďĞĐŽŵĞƐ�ĐůŽƵĚǇ͘��dƵƌŶ�ŵŝǆƚƵƌĞ�ŽŶƚŽ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĐŽŽŬŝĞ�ƐŚĞĞƚ͘ ���ƌĞĂŬ�

apart and separate nuts.

Graham Cracker Brownies

Kelly Edinger

6 oz. package chocolate chips

1 can (14 oz.) sweet & condensed milk

1 tsp. vanilla

12 graham crackers, finely crumbled.

Combine all ingredients thoroughly. Place in a well-greased 8” square pan. Bake in a preheated oven at 350°

for 20-25 minutes.

Ginger Cookies

Krista Montgomery

1 cup sugar

3/4 cup shortening

1 egg

1/4 cup molasses

1/2 tsp. salt

2 cups flour

2 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. cloves

1 tsp. ginger

�ƌĞĂŵ�ƐƵŐĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚŽƌƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ĂĚĚ�ĞŐŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ ��̂ ŝŌ�ĚƌǇ�ŝŶŐƌĞĚŝĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�

the egg mixture. Roll in small balls and roll in sugar. Drop on baking sheet 1/2” apart. Bake 350° for 10

minutes. Yield: 80 small ginger cookies.



To Serve You in December

Greeters 8:30

7 Cliff & Diane Rogell

14 Eleanor Bentzoni

21 Kay Bucci

28 Janet Woolever

11:00

7 Sue & Bill Weitzmann

14 Sherry Lombardi

21 Annie & Bob Dellicker

28 BJ Bachman

Ushers 8:30

DeAnn Harris

Janet Woolever

Norma Snow

Irene Goforth

Kay Bucci

11:00

Bob Cool

Counters

Carole Everitt & Sue Gouger

Altar Guild

Eleanor Bentzoni & Betty Schuler

Soup Kitchen

Sunday afternoons at 4:00pm

7 E. Stroudsburg Baptist Sr. Youth

Pastor Doug Romaine

14

21 Pocono Internal Medicine - Nancy Fisch

28

Tuesday evenings at 6:00pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor of Church Growth Gar Pollard

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Interim Choir Director Jeanette Kuhns

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Boyd Butz

boydbutz@stroudsburgumc.com

Worship

Chairpersons, Ralph Harrison, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship

Chairperson, Carole Everitt

caroleeveritt@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

albertaweber@stroudsburgumc.com

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net
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