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Christmas Eve

The Christmas Season brings to life many
long-held and remembered family traditions.

Some families exchange Christmas gifts on
Christmas Eve. Others travel to be with family
and friends on Christmas Day. Some even do a
little last-minute shopping and make other final
preparations for Christmas.

Christmas Eve is a special time for many
reasons.

| remember going to church on Christmas Eve
and | have many fond memories of hearing the
Hallelujah Chorus, acting out the story of Jesus’
birth, and hearing my dad read the Christmas
story as recorded in Luke’s gospel just before we
went to bed. Oh, yeah, only after putting out milk
and cookies for Santa and carrots for Rudolph!

Ah, Christmas Eve... can’t you just feel the
memories and traditions come flooding back?

It won't be long until another Christmas Eve is
upon us. Just a few short weeks and all the
preparation for Christmas will finally be over. We
will be able to sit back and enjoy the real reason
for the season.

What does Christmas mean to you?

| like this question because the answers can be
different from person to person. Some people
have special memories of Christmases past.
Others are looking forward to an upcoming
Christmas that brings hope and anticipation.

The Statler Brothers sing a song on their
Christmas CD called “Christmas to Me.” Each
one of the four singers sings what Christmas
means to him. It's a great song and brings many
reasons to mind why Christmas is such a special
holiday.

Christmas to me is a special day to be with
family, specifically my wife and children, my
parents, my brother and his family, my in-laws
whole family, and extended family members
on my mom'’s side of the family. It is a
whirlwind day filled with lots of delicious food.
Yes, it's dangerous to be in families that are
such great cooks! The day requires traveling
to at least three homes in order to see
everyone, but | wouldn’t trade it for the world.

Christmas to me also includes being in church
on Christmas Eve. | cannot remember a
Christmas Eve when | wasn't in church! It is
such a great celebration that usually
culminates with a candlelight celebration as
we sing “Silent Night.” It is a silent night of
sorts and definitely a holy night, too! You don’t
even need to be a dedicated church member
to experience this wonderful and special night.

| hope you will spread the word about our
upcoming Christmas Eve worship at 7:30 p.m.
and 11:00 p.m. Tell your neighbors and
friends we will have a candlelight celebration
as we remember a silent night long ago and
rejoice in the holy night this year!

Jesus is the real reason for the season.
Without his birth life would be far different and
our lives just wouldn’t be the same. When we
celebrate Christmas, we celebrate Jesus’
birth!

What does Christmas mean to you?

Bl

Bob Shank

Gather! Grow! Make a Difference!



December 1
Esther 9, 10
Jonah 1
Hebrews 6, 7

December 2
Job 1,2
Jonah 2, 3
Hebrews 8, 9

December 3
Job 3, 4
Jonah 4
Hebrews 10

December 4
Job 5

Micah 1
Hebrews 11

December 5
Job 6, 7
Micah 2
Hebrews 12

December 6
Job 8

Micah 3, 4
Hebrews 13

December 7
Job 9

Micah 5
James 1

December 8
Job 10

Micah 6
James 2

December 9
Job 11

Micah 7
James 3, 4

December 10
Job 12

Nahum 1, 2
James 5

December 11
Job 13

Nahum 3
1Peter 1

December 12
Job 14
Habakkuk 1
1Peter 2

December 13
Job 15
Habakkuk 2
1Peter 3,4, 5

December 14
Job 16, 17
Habakkuk 3
2Peter 1, 2

December 15
Job 18, 19
Zephaniah 1
2Peter 3

December 16
Job 20
Zephaniah 2
1John 1, 2

December 17
Job 21
Zephaniah 3
1John 3, 4

December 18
Job 22

Haggai 1, 2
1John 5

December 19
Job 23, 24
Zechariah 1

2 and 3 John

December 20
Job 25, 26, 27
Zechariah 2, 3
Jude 1

December 21
Job 28

Zechariah 4, 5
Revelation 1, 2

December 22
Job 29, 30

Zechariah 6, 7
Revelation 3, 4

Gather! Grow! Make a Difference!

Daily Lectionary Scripture References
December 2010

December 23
Job 31, 32
Zechariah 8
Revelation 5, 6

December 24
Job 33

Zechariah 9
Revelation 7, 8, 9

December 25
Job 34

Zechariah 10
Revelation 10, 11

December 26
Job 35, 36
Zechariah 11
Revelation 12, 13

December 27
Job 37
Zechariah 12
Revelation 14

December 28
Job 38

Zechariah 13, 14
Revelation 15, 16

December 29
Job 39

Malachi 1
Revelation 17, 18

December 30
Job 40

Malachi 2
Revelation 19, 20

December 31
Job 41, 42
Malachi 3, 4
Revelation 21, 22



TO SERVE YOU IN DECEMBER

GREETERS 8:30
5 Cliff & Diane Rogell
12 Bonnie Cramsey
19 Steve & FredaBarnes
26 Kirsten Lee

11:00
5 Dorothy Baldwin
12 Marti & Nelson Ernest
19 CJ Penwell
26 Howard Steiner

CHRISTMASEVE GREETERS
7:30 Carole & Dick Everitt
11:00 Forrest & Claribel Sebring

USHERS 8:30
The“Ladies’

11:00
Eileen Sebring
Joni Singer
CJ Penwell
Glenn Singer

ALTAR GUILD
Betty Schuler & Eleanor Bentzoni

COUNTERS
Carole Everitt & Carole Vuchak

SOUPKITCHEN

5 SUMC DASH Y outh Group
Kim Miller/Y outh
12 Grace UMC
Tom Odenwelder/Members
19 Faith UMC
Kate Andrews/Members
26 Pocono Internal Medicine

Ruth Odenwel der/Employees

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone
Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good
Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman
Church Secretary Jackie Herrero
Choir Director Dave Lantz
Organist Marti Lantz
Youth Director Kim Miller
Handbell Director Lynn Seip
Custodian Matt Transue
Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team
Chairperson, Boyd Butz achemy@ptd.net

Worship
Chairpersons, Ralph Harrison, Pastor Bob Shank

Property & Building
Chairperson, Linda Seip sei pl @esasd.net
Servant Resource Team
Chairperson, Beryl Hellgren
bykoh@verizon.net
Stewar dship
Chairperson, Carole Everitt
carolevl@verizon.net
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December 2010
Birthdays
1 Tim Stewart
5 Carol Romansky
11 James Lewis
11 Emily Louise Vail
13 Eleanor Bentzoni
13 Ella Mae Kitson
14 Jimmy Stewart
18 Brittney Fiedler
18 Carole Vuchak
20 Lydia Shank
20 James Shank
25 Gil Bennett
26 Betty Michelin
26 Doris Widdoss
28 Rose Schwedler
28 Cindy Transue
29 Ben Miller
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On October 31, 2010, we welcomed the following
new members to SUMC:

Nick Brenneisen

Nelson & Martha Ernest
Millie Fauber

William & Natalie Hardy
Vin & Carrie Z€elizo
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VOLUNTEERSNEEDED

The Salvation Army needs
volunteersto help ‘man”
the kettles. The kettles are
out from 9 AM until 9 PM
Monday-Saturday. If you
can help, please contact
GloriaLoew @ 421-3050
ext. 15 or by email -
saloewgloria@yahoo.com




Talking....Pennsylvanian

Once...a Pennsylvanian, ALWAY S a Pennsylvanian! About Pennsylvanians:
You’'ve never referred to Philadelphia as anything but ‘Philly’ and New Jer sey has always been
Jersey’
You refer to Pennsylvaniaas‘PA’ (pronounced Pee-ay). How many other statesdo that?
“You guys' isa perfectly acceptablereferenceto a group of men and women
You know how to respond to the question Djeetyet? (Didyoueatyet?)
You learned how to pronounce Bryn Mawr, Wilkes-Barre, Schuylkill, the Poconos, Tamaqua,
Tunkannock, Bala Cynwyd, Duquesne & Monongahela.
You know what a‘Mummer’ is, and are disappointed if you can’t catch at least highlights of
the parade.
You know what Punxsutawney Phil is, and what it meansif he sees his shadow.
Thefirst day of buck and thefirst day of doe season as school holidays.
You can use the phrase ‘fire hall wedding reception’ and not even bat an eye.
You can’t go to a wedding without hearing the‘Chicken Dance', at least one polka and either an
Italian song (sungin Italian) or ‘Hava Nagila’.
At least 5 people on your block have electric candlesin all or most their windows all year long.
You know what a‘Hex sign’ is.
You know what a ‘ State Stor€' is, and your out-of-state friends find it incredible that you can’t
purchaseliquor at amini mart.
You own only 4 condiments. salt, pepper, mustard *(I think they forgot ketchup!)
Wordslike‘hoagi€', ‘crick’, ‘chipped ham’, ‘sticky buns', ‘shoo-fly pi€’, ‘pierogies’,
‘pocketbook’ actually mean something to you. That’s PA slang for purse!
You can eat cold pizza (even for breakfast) and know otherswho do the same. (Thosefrom NY
find this‘barbaric’)
You not only have heard of Birch Beer, but you know it comesin several colors. Red, White,
Brown, Gold.
You know several placesto purchase or that serve Scrapple, Summer Sausage and Hot Bacon
Dressing.
You can eat a cold soft pretzel from a street vendor without fear and enjoy it. It almost always
comes with mustard.
You know the difference between a cheese steak and a pizza steak sandwich and you know that
you can’t get a really good one outside PA. Except in Atlantic City on the boardwalk.
You livefor summer, when street and county fairs signal the beginning of funnel cake season.
Customersask thewaitressfor ‘dippy eggs for breakfast.
You know that Blue Béll, Intercour se, Paradise, Climax, Bird-in-Hand, Beaver, Moon, Mars,
Virginvilleand Slippery Rock are PA towns (and thefirst three wer e consecutive stops on the
Reading RR).
Y ou know what townships, boroughs and commonwealthsare. You can identify driversfrom
New York, New Jersey or other neighboring states by their unique and irritating driving habits.
A traffic jam is 10 car s waiting to pass a hor se-drawn carriage on the highway in Lancaster Cty.
You know several people who have hit deer morethan once.
You carry jumper cablesin your car and your female passenger s know how to use them.
You still keep Kitty litter, starting fluid, de-icer or a snowbrush in your trunk even if you now live
in the south.
Driving is always better in the winter because the potholes arefilled with snow.
Asakid you built snow forts and leaf pilesthat weretaller than you were. Your graduating class
consisted of mostly Polish, German & Italian hames.
You know beer doesn’t grow in a garden but you know whereto find a beer garden.
Y ou also know someone who lives ‘down thelane'.
YOU ACTUALLY UNDERSTAND ALL THIS!



UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS FOR DECEMBER
UMW Christmas Tea - December 4th 2:00 PM Fellowship Room
Jimmy Fortune Concert - December 11th 7:00 PM Sanctuary
Choir Cantata - December 12th 8:30 & 11:00 AM “Winter’s Grace”
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service - December 24th 7:30 PM

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service & Communion -
December 24th 11:00 PM
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What a comfort to know that as each new day brought
unexpected happenings, there were many brothers and sisters
lifting our family in prayer. We felt you helping us carry each
burden. It isdifficult to comprehend “ How beautiful isthe
body of Christ”, but your prayers, cards, callsand

supportive conversations madeit very real.

Glenda’ s greatest desire was that God be glorified through
her life, you helped us get a glimpse of His glory.

Thank you,
JoAnn Calkins and Armentrout family

Tlanke T



Holiday Mail for Heroes

May vour holiday seasgn
| am collecting holiday cards to send to our be decorated...
military men & women in combat and to those
wounded and recovering in VA hospitals. Please
address cards with a generic greeting such as “Dear
Service Member, Family or Veteran”, sign your
card and include a short note if you wish. You can
either drop the cards off to me or leave them in the
box outside my office. The deadline is December
10th.

with love and hgppiness!

Thank you! Jackie
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You Can Lead a Small Group!

Are you interested in leading a Small Group? Have you thought of being a Small
Group leader but weren't quite sure where to start? Do you ever wonder if you have
some leadership qualities that could be used in the ministries of the church? If so,
then this upcoming class is for you. ReGroup is a 4-week class that will help you ex-
plore your leadership qualities in leading a Small Group and equip you with the tools
necessary to do this effectively. Small Groups can meet for any number of reasons,
study any topic or subject, or just meet for a common interest. But all Small Groups,
no matter their purpose, need a good leader. ReGroup will be led by Pastor Bob
starting on December 5™ at 9:45am. We will meet in the Lounge. All you need to do
Is bring with you an open, willing, and eager mind to learn! You can sign up by con-
tacting the church office or Pastor Bob.

khkkkkhhkkhhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhkhhhhkhkhhkhhhhhhkhhdhkhdhhhhhhkkhddhkdkkhkdx*x*%x

Phil Shaffer would like to thank everyone
THAHK VOU for their cards & prayers.



ATTENTIONALL YOUTH

Take a Chrysalis Flight or take a Journey

Girlsflight: March 10-13, 2011
Boysflight: March 17-20, 2011

About Chrysalis:

Before it becomes a butterfly, a caterpillar goes through a growth stage during which itiscaled a
“Chrysalis’. On the surface it may not look like much is happening, but the delicate chrysalis process changes
the fuzzy caterpillar into an awesome butterfly with wings of intricate designs and intense colors.

The chrysalis process symbolizes how Christ can transform you into something beyond your dreams. It
happens when you grow beyond yourself, opening your life to Jesus' power and love.

What happenson a Chrysalis Flight or Journey?

You' Il spend three days with other people your age in worship, prayer, fellowship, creative expression,
recreation, singing and discussion. You’'ll experience the love of God through prayers and the acts of
service from aloving support community. Think of it as three days for you to discover or rediscover your
spiritual self, to analyze and realize who you arein Christ.

How to get involved:

Chrysalisis open to young people of any Christian denomination. The ages include 15-18 (completed
9th grade) and young adults (The Journey) 19-24 and out of high school. Weinviteyouto joinin aflight or
journey, an exciting three days of experiencing God’s love in afresh new way.

Cost:
There is no cost, not even spending money, there is nothing to purchase. Transportation, food and all
accommodations are provided.

Application:
A simple, couple page application must be provided to JoAnn Calkins (570-402-1210) about February
1st. A more specific date will be provided later. Get your application in early!

References:
Chrysalisisthe youth version of the adult “Walk to Emmaus’. The official organization is The
Upper Room.

Other adultsin the congregation you may talk to are:
Kathy and Dave Cook, Diane and Cliff Rogell, Cathy Doane, Roz Evans, CJ Penwell or Jeff Weber.

Adult weekends occur in October. Applications may be obtained from JoAnn Calkinsor any of the
above persons.



NEW MEMBER CLASS

A new member classwill be starting on

December 5 and continuing on December

12 and 19. Classeswill meet at 12:30 PM in

theLounge. If you areinterested in joining

SUMC as an official member, please call

the church office or let Pastor Bob know.
Thank you!
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The church’sincome through October is17.2% greater than thistimelast year. We continueto be
thankful to all of our member ship who have contributed to the church thisyear. Duetotheincreasein
funds we have continued to meet our apportionment obligation to Conference through the month of
October and all billsare paid to date. We still have a mission obligation of $1,000 for the Russia
Initiative aswell as $1,000 to PATH that need to be met by the end of theyear. Please keep theseitems
in your thoughts and prayers asyou complete your giving for 2010.

Asof 11/15 we havereceived 63 pledges for 2011 for atotal of $116,955.00 which isabout half of our
2010 budget. If you have not yet submitted a pledge card please consider doing so asit will help our
committee greatly as we completethe 2011 budget. Pledge cardsare availablein the back of the church
or by calling the church office.

Giving envelopesfor 2011 are availablefor pick up in the Fellowship Room. If you have a neighbor,
relative or friend that you know will be unableto pick up their envelopes we would ask for your help in
delivering the envelopes to them.

JoAnn Calkinsis planning a small group study on Stewardship beginning January 17, 2011. It will be
held every other Monday evening. Look for moreinformation in the bulletin and the Courier and con-
sider joining this study on “ Giving - unlocking the heart of good stewardship.”

Again our committee asksfor your prayersfor our Church and our committee as we complete the
budget processfor next year.

The Stewardship Committee: Carole Everitt, Fran Harrison, Paul Edinger, Dan Butz, Kirsten Leeand
JoAnn Calkins



Ticketsfor the Jimmy Fortune/Tara Lynn Concert on December 11th
are still available!

Cost: $15.00 each
Doorsopen: 6:00 PM
Show begins: 7:00 PM
If you areinterested in purchasing a ticket, please contact the church office.
Thank you!
Proceeds benefit the SUMC Missions Team

Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate the Season with good music, family & friends!
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Pipe Organ House for Sale

Chalet style home, 1200 square feet, designated around eight rank, 1932 Moeller Pipe Organ, Opus 6240,
recently rebuilt with solid state relay and combination action including playback system. Great division on
lower living level, swell upper living area, under separate expression. Home has full kitchen, one and a half
baths, loft style bedroom area. Full living room with 28 foot cathedral ceilings, basement, two garages, a
deck, balcony, located on 1 3/4 acres in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania, price $199,000. For more
information, call 570-646-4566.
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INGATHERING

Your Mission’s Team isvery grateful for the many non perishable food items, cleaning supplies,
paper goods and cash donations placed at the altar in care of the American Indian and Pilgrim.

Both our soup kitchen and PATH will be ableto put everything to good usethiswinter, asboth of
these organizations have seen alargeincreasein participants dueto the current economy.

Many thanksfor your continued participation in thisannual event.
Wewish you aMerry Christmasand a Happy New Y ear!

May God blessyou.



DASH NEWS

Yout h group day and tine have been changed to Sundays from 9: 45am 10: 45am
We are conbi ning youth group and Sunday school in hopes to include and

i nvolve nore youth in both groups. In Novenber we served |lunch at the
Hol i day Boutique as a fundraiser. Thank you to all who donated food and
drinks. Also a BIG THANK YOU to UMV for meking soup for us to sell. It
was a huge success!

On Novenber 21st we | ead the contenporary service at 3:00pm Qur sernon
was on "Thanksgi ving". Each youth wote a testinonial as to what they were
t hankful for. These were read throughout the sernon. At the closing the
yout h handed out blue ribbon wistbands to the congregation. This
represented the cleansing of sin through God’'s love. (the #1 thing to be

t hankful for) In Decenber sone of our youth will be working with Marti
Lantz on a special programfor the Christmas Eve services. W wll also
be serving at the soup kitchen on Decenber 5th. W w Il be handi ng out

bl ankets and Christmas cards to all who attend. This is a wonderful
community outreach and is very meaningful to our youth. Thank you for the
bl anket donations. Upcom ng events are the 30 hour Fam ne and our

Val entine’s Day candy sal e.

Al'l our event dates and tines are online. Go to the church website and
click on YOUTH.

MERRY CHRI STMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR!
DASH Youth Group
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UNITED METHODIST

‘EN

UNITED METHODIST MEN

will be serving breakfast to the choir on Sunday, December 12th.

This is the day of the Choir Cantata.



day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa
29 30 1 2 3 4
nctui 7:00 PM Webelos II 7:00 PM Webelos Il [6:00 PM Webelos | 10:00 AM My Brother's Keepers- 1:00 PM C
Gro-Youth Room 6:00 PM Wolf Cubs Dining Room Downstairs ghetti Dinne
+~Downstairs 7:00 PM Bear Cubs 7:00 PM Scouts 2:00 PM UI
anctui 7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal- |7:30 PM Choir Tea-Fellows
Servi-Downstairs Handbell Room 4:00 PM Tr
-Dining Room 7:00 PM Tiger Cubs Dinner for F
tmas Traditic
6 7 8 9 10 11
mmuni 7:00 PM Webelos Il 7:00 PM Small 10:00 AM Morning Bible 10:00 AM My Brother's Keepers- 7:00 PM Ji
Gro-Youth Room Group-Conference Study-Lounge Dining Room Downstairs Tara Lynn C
-ReGroup-Lounge Room 6:00 PM Webelos | 7:00 PM Alberta Weber's Small
~Downstairs 7:00 PM Webelos Il |6:00 PM Wolf Cubs Group-Lounge
ommuni 7:00 PM Bear Cubs 7:00 PM Scouts
er Cle-Lounge 7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal- |7:30 PM Choir
now Da Handbell Room
Serv-Downstairs 7:00 PM Tiger Cubs
-Dining Room
tmas Traditic
rs Planning Meeti
13 14 15 16 17 18
- Sanctuary 7:00 PM Little Quilts- 7:00 PM Membership [10:00 AM Morning Bible 10:00 AM My Brother's Keepers-
Gro-Youth Room | Dining Room Downstairs |& Evangelism-Lounge |Study-Lounge Dining Room Downstairs
-ReGroup-Lounge |7:00 PM Stewardship- 7:00 PM Small 7:00 PM Cub Pack Meeting 7:00 PM Scouts
~Downstairs Lounge Group-Conference 7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal- |7:30 PM Choir
a- Sanctuary Room Handbell Room
er Cle-Lounge
Serv-Downstairs
-Dining Room
tmas Traditic
20 21 22 23 24 25
nctui 7:00 PM Webelos II 11:30 AM Lydia Cir- [10:00 AM Morning Bible 10:00 AM My Brother's Keepers- |Church Office Closed Merry Chris
Gro-Youth Room cle Luncheon Study-Lounge Dining Room Downstairs 7:30 PM Christmas Eve
-ReGroup-Lounge 6:00 PM Terrific 6:00 PM Webelos | 7:00 PM Alberta Weber's Small Candlelight Service-
~Downstairs Tuesday-Downstairs [6:00 PM Wolf Cubs Group-Lounge Sanctuary
anctu: Dining Room 7:00 PM Bear Cubs 7:00 PM Scouts 11:00 PM Christmas Eve
er Cle-Lounge 7:00 PM Small 7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal- |7:30 PM Choir Candlelight Service/
Serv-Downstairs Group-Conference Handbell Room Communion-Sanctuary
-Dining Room Room 7:00 PM Tiger Cubs
tmas Traditic 7:00 PM Webelos II
27 28 29 30 31 1
nctu: Church office closed 5:00 PM Family 10:00 AM Morning Bible 10:00 AM My Brother's Keepers- |Church Office Closed Happy New
Gro-Youth Room |5:00 PM Family Promise |Promise Upstairs Study-Lounge Dining Room Downstairs 5:00 PM Family Promise |5:00 PM Fz
-ReGroup-Lounge [Upstairs 7:00 PM Small 5:00 PM Family Promise Up- [5:00 PM Family Promise Upstairs |Upstairs Upstairs

~Downstairs

anctu:

Serv-Downstairs
-Dining Room

ise Upsta

tmas Traditic

7:00 PM Webelos Il

Group-Conference
Room
7:00 PM Webelos II

stairs

6:00 PM Webelos |

6:00 PM Wolf Cubs

7:00 PM Bear Cubs

7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal-
Handbell Room

7:00 PM Tiger Cubs

7:00 PM Scouts
7:30 PM Choir




HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE 3RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY
BOUTIQUE.

THANK YOU PEGGY AND ROZ FOR THE SIGNS IN THE BACK AND ON THE
FRONT OF THE CHURCH.

THANKS TO THE SHUTTLE DRIVERS, DICK EVERITT, RAY SINGER AND
DICK SEIP. THANKS TO MANDY FOR THE ADVERTISING IN THE PAPER.

THE RESPONSE FROM OUR CHURCH MEMBERS WAS FANTASTIC. THE
YOUTH DID A GREAT JOB IN THE KITCHEN. THE BAKE SALE AND COOKIE
SALES WERE WELL PLANNED. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO BAKED.

THE WEATHER WAS GREAT AND A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL.
LET US KNOW IF YOU THINK WE SHOULD HAVE A 4TH ANNUAL
BOUTIQUE.

THANK YOU TO ANYONE WHO HELPED EVEN IN A SMALL WAY,
WE COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU.

CHAIR, LYNN SEIP, CO CHAIRS, ELEANOR BENTZONI AND GALE BUTZ



